IN RESIDENCE

The perfect break

This WA holiday home fits the bill for extended family gatherings

CAROLYN BEASLEY

tstartsataregular farm gate, butthe lkm
driveway, dressed in immaculate gravel
and leading past neat grapevines, a
swanky tennis court and a private golf
course, are all a dead giveaway. Despite
being called The Farm, this property is
not your average smallholding.

The approach passes mobs of nonchalant
kangaroos before turning into bushland with
slender native peppermints and twisty-
branched marris, emblems of Australia’s
southwest corner,

At a turning circle, signs indicate [ have ar-
rived al the two Farm Break villas, Each three-
bedroom pavilion can be rented individually,
but those holding an extended family gather-
ing (like me) should rent both, throwing open
the internal door that joins the two living
areas.

Aboardwalk leads into the westvilla, and as
the large door swings open, the sense of space
isspectacular. A raked ceiling of almost cathe-
dral-like proportions is met by enormous
panes of glass stretching from ceiling to floor.
The window frames the verdant bushland
sloping down to a paperbark-rimmed lake,
andbeyond, the Indian Ocean stretchesto the
horizon.

My husband’s 30th birthday is being cele-
brated here; his parents, siblings, nieces and
nephews are flying in from other states to join
us near Dunsborough in WA'Ss Margaret River
region. Together, we'll tour wineries, stroll
beaches and chat into the night.

Both villas have a master bedroom, and the
birthday boy and 1 claim one. QOut the window,
red-tailed black cockatoos are crunching
giant gumnuts. I'm already planning a soak in
the ensuite’s deep spa bath, hoping the cockies
hang around to entertain.

Thewest villabecomes our main kitchen and
ealing area, and we move the east villa’s dining
tablein there. The east villa kitchen houses our
drinks fridge, and when my niece wants to cook
aberry pie for dessert, Nana relegates her pas-
try-making mess to the east side too.

It’s precisely this kind of multigenerational
escape that owners Gordon and Bev Martin
had envisioned for their guests. The couple
have their own holiday house on the property
in secluded bushland closer to the sea. They
often retreat here with their adult children
and four “grandies”. Gordon explains the
property is a quiet respite from the family’s
Perth-based international company, Coogee
Chemicals. It's their chance to be “isolated to-

Grand entrance to
Farm Break villos,
top; views through
the bush to the
Indian Ocean, left
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gether”. No matter the weather, these isolated
days always start in the ocean.

“I'mmoreofateabag,” Gordonlaughs. “But
Bev awims, and it's a wild beach sometimes. |
think physiologically, it's almost always been
shown to shake the system up, get it moving,
and youknow you're wide awake.”

Gordon explains the villas were created to
provide supplementary income for the farm,
which dabbles in wine grapes and sheep. For
the design, the couple enlisted their architect
friend, Martin Grounds of Grounds Kent Ar-
chitects. Primarily hotel designers, the com-
pany was responsible fortheadjacent Pullman
Bunker Bay Resort, but had already impressed
them with the design of Four Seasons Resort
Baliat Jimbaran Bay.

The Farm Break villas were builtin 2003,
and although they’reno longer shiny and new,
their elegant style remains fresh. A chunky
steel frame supports a tin roof, while intern-
ally, Balinese sandstone floors meet walls of
locallimestone. These natural, light materials,
along with glass walls to the north and south,
make for a bright space that draws the focusto
the indomitable wild landscape.

‘While the villas attract a sizeable rental
price, there's a sense of generosity here. Gor-
don and Bev have thought of everything: bin-
oculars for spying on acrobatic whales, games
forthe kids, and outdoors, asportingbonanza.
On our own tennis court, cousing wage inter-
generational wars against aunties, uncles,
mums and dads. Theres even a nine-hole golf
course, and Gordon loves to see it being used.

“Theres a one-shol across the lake, which is
slowly filling up with golfballs,” he says.

But for our salty family, the biggest luxury
here is the position, just behind the sand
dunes. Each day, three generations clad in
hathers or wetsuits, some schlepping surf-
boards, file through a forest of grasstrees, Al
our tannin-stained lake, we wobble across the
floating bridge, dodging the evidence left by
ducks and cormorants. We emerge onlo
Bunker Bay at a surf spot called The Farm, an
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TASTE
Eagle Bay Brewing Co is a family-
friendly lunch or ofternoon
beverage stopinbucalic
farmland. Kids can play inthe
sandpit ar kick footballs while the
adults toste beers such as Kolsch,
XPAand pole ale. Oppositeis
Wise Wine, awinery, gin distillery
and restaurant. Taste the freshest
locol produce suchas
Geographe Bay octopus or
Amelia Park lamb shank, while
averlooking thevines and
Meelup Bay.
eaglebaybrewing.com.au
wisewine.com.au

SEE

Meelup Farmhouse nestled in
bushland, serves meals on the
veranda and inwarmer months,

picnics anthe lawn, There'sa

paddock of alpacas and cute

highland cows, butthe heart-
stealers are the adorable silkie
bantam chickens (pictured) that
wander the front yard with fluffy

pompom headdresses,
meelupfarmhouse.com.au

TRY
Fromthe nearby Cope
MNaturaliste Lighthouse, take an
easy (ond utterly spectacular)
3.5kmwanderto Sugarloaf Rock.
The pathis accessible for
wheelchairs and strollers, and
from June to Cctober, you will
Likely spot wildflowers and
frolicking whales.
exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au

ESSENTIALS

Farm Breaok villas are athree-
hour drive south of Perth,
Combined, the villas sleep 12
people. From $4605 for the
minimum three-night stay,
off-peak.
privateproperties.com.au

inconsistent but sometimes glorious break on
perfect white sand. For the public, it’s a decent
walk up thebeach,and today, no one hashoth-
ered. With the waves working nicely, the surf-
ing, laughing and sledging continues as the
sun falls to twilight. Later at the villas, there
will be another big dinner, with tales of tennis
triumphs, musings of malicious Monopoly,
and whispers of watery wipeouts. These are
the shared family memories that help bind us
together, and the festival of 50 rolls on.

Carolyn Beasley and family travelled at their
OWn exXpense,



